Date: June 25, 2007
ANNUAL REPORT

WOODLANDS SCHOOL COUNCIL

FOR 2006-07 SCHOOL YEAR

The Woodlands School Council had a very rewarding year.  We look forward to continued involvement of parents and school administration in the success of students at our school. 

The school council is a group of parents, staff and community members focused on promoting student achievement and enhancing and learning environment.  By making recommendations directly to our principal, council members can make a real difference in our school and community.  We are focused on supporting the Woodlands School Success Plan.

All School Council meetings are open to the public and we encourage greater participation and input from the parents and the community at large.

Sincerely,

Sangeeta Chopra-Charron and Hitesh Doshi (Co-Chairs)

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

In 2006-07 school calendar years, the School Council held seven meetings: 
· Monday, September 25, 2006

· Monday, October 30, 2006

· Monday, November 27, 2006

· Monday, January 29, 2007

· Monday, March 26, 2007

· Monday, April 30, 2007

· Monday, May 29, 2007

As a Council, we focused our work on activities to support our major initiative of “Involving Parents in the School”.  Based on the goal of parent involvement, we conducted a survey in 2006 to gain data on the interests and needs of the Woodlands Parents as it relates to the activities of the school.  The survey helped generate ideas for developing communication plan for future use.  One of the most important messages from the survey was that that parents wished to “communicate and connect” on a more frequent basis.  
A key project undertaken by the School Council was using technology to establish a system of timely and regular communication of upcoming activities, past successes and parent and student participation opportunities to a culturally and geographically diverse parent population.  The specific goal of the project was to produce and distribute through e-technology a newsletter on a regular basis to 40% of parents.  To achieve this goal, the Council, along with Administration, collected parent email addresses.  The plan to collect e-mail addresses will be an on-going effort.  The e-communication project was submitted to the government for funding and The Woodlands School received a grant of $3,000 for the project.  The project is underway and currently being managed by the School Council.  The objective is to run and manage the project in partnership with the school student organization (DECA) who will maintain the database and move the e-communication project forward.  

The School Council, in conjunction with the Administration offered a presentation to parents on Computer Use and Internet Safety and Community Resources and Programs available to support student success.  The School Council hopes to continue providing workshops and presentations for parents to encourage greater community participation.

At the School Council meetings, a broad range of topics were discussed such as: development of common elements within the Enhanced Program; need for a more individualized IEPs’; new Math curriculum for grade 12 students; developing “Best Practices” for grades 6-10 with the goal to track and identify students at risk; increasing parent involvement and participation etc.
Future issues that the School Council would like to tackle are: increased membership at council meetings representing secondary and elementary parents; roster of presentations and workshops for parents in our family of schools; enhancing the school council executive to include a community member and student representative; improved communication for non-English speaking parents; increased volunteerism by parents and council members at the school such as attending school registration etc.  We will continue to reinforce The Woodlands reputation as an excellent public school through important projects and initiatives in the upcoming school year.

COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP

Co-Chairs: Sangeeta Chopra-Charron and Hitesh Doshi
Secretary: Mona Sidler-Hosios

Treasurer: Alex Dhanjal

Principal: Jeanne Gray

Vice-Principal: Raymond Kaake

Teaching Representative: Brenda Cox-Graham

Note: Our first meeting for the new school year will be September 24, 2007 at 7:30.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

$1,000 in total ($500 for the Middle School and $500 for the Secondary School)

	ACTIVITY
	EXPENSE

	Photocopying:

Parent Survey (150-3 sides)

	$   9.00

	December 6/06 Newsletter (1800 – 2 sided)


	$  72.00

	March 7/07 Newsletter (2300 – 2 sided)


	$  92.00

	May/07 Newsletter (1800 – 2 sided) 


	$ 92.00

	June/07 Newsletter (1800 – 2 sided)
	$ 72.00



	August/07 mailing – (1800 – 1 side) 

	$  36.00

	Minutes and Meeting materials ( 15 sets of 10 sheets x 7 meetings)

	$  21.00

	iPOD Contest Sheets (1800 – 1 side) 
	$  36.00


	Newsletter advertising Parent workshop

	$  36.00 

	Refreshments for school council meetings 
(7 meetings x $20.00)


	$ 140.00

	Tim Horton $10.00 Gift Certificates for Staff Members contributing to the newsletters

	$ 100.00

	Purchase of iPOD for contest for collection of email addresses

	$ 300.00

	Total Expenditure
	$1006.00



